historical societies, with the work of the Association for the Study of

Negro Li Hi

wilf' f¢ “":) m;swryke as one pf scverf! societies in these movements,

e endisiand 0 "oand o 1 truth until recognition

merged with a sense of lity i el groups are Sulg
equality o

be known only as “an Amcrka;.’l’n Sejjsen cohcepychiche Tl

CHAPTER 11

;?SJREATMENT OF THE NEGRO-AMERICAN IN THE
Y AND TEACHING OF UNITED STATES HISTORY

The study a i
e nd t i
studies in the pugiicc:i\}:lmg P,f United States history and of the social
the United States have bccpn“mc schools, colleges and universities of
TR ettt n in need of reconstruction over long vears
process of teaching!s not chonicmcd so much with the tcchn'q§ 'Nr;i
shmithithe ha A iques an

Jects. Endeavors hav an relations aspects 3
Western studies ?Sfobf\e:.cﬁzfc s:-cc“sf“".\' in the past tootr:ril:; ,fﬂ;’
studies, pLstory, to in i i

, and to reconstruct and expand these endcclm.’c Latin-American

and e avors to embrace the

on 1

veoples, different i bases the history FRIY
lrht.!’ time ;m:‘rc\:\‘\l:rri:’rl::;l Il;f)rand aﬁ’eﬂrancc from l:\t'g:;g::)f f\’x‘r?rlzl:;?;n:{
. s s an additional . £
it s T LR et e
history teachin a‘ Sntuged peoples, who also gavc a h_COm!)osc l'hcw
leisure can h: \vg ]s it is now in the schools, nor hi BiocyHidther
AT firca\\-chi:]:“:g valuc_ for youth of c:)lor am;s{:rry ;mgm”’p o
Youth as motivated nations and Fagtie LU
SR, cz:c"" lD"SCl:c grow to an adulthood “r\‘\'alfcf: Pl io Ercamess
el deadbl, the other powerless to be born. "nSo b_et\veen two
Eoueh xhcp;g i\:‘? ofofrwohworlds, one white and th um:.l':s c:xl\ }ie

0 ies white and s _the other black,
against the neglects by Boards of Ed Dlack ;;::ﬁns,m. united efforts

A nd h (ARG book
This problem e y in histo >
s plicated i A

through the migrati fﬁp«l:].lry;l by ‘_t:sgmth of city

an i
hasett:e’s‘hlf_s from state to state and from South to mN“ chich
movement of Jo's o Ameri °‘:“' o
mopetnentioh people in our time is the growth gf lheelr\llm. G m%m
pooli o cities meuotoliun centers. This trendeim m:;
Twmtywm' g dramatic urban change of the Mid-T: 'ed\‘s
jor cities have over seven million colom'e‘:i’e %%mw-
in their

2

city population. The twelve largest urban centers in the United
States, including New York City, had almost a third of the Negro-
American population in 1960, while the proportion of white-Americans
in these areas had decreased steadily since 1930.> Some of these peoples
have had impoverished cultural backgrounds; their test scores show
their difficulties in achieving standards although these scores do not
show their potentialities nor their creativity. With direction, the dis-
advantaged could become a people with pride in race, color and
heritage, eager to develop themselves as other Americans have done.

On the contrary, using the textbooks adopted and directed by
teachers who have not known the newer facts oyhismry, these groups
feel that there has been conscious and unconscious bias, neglect and
omission of the facts of history as they concern their heritage and
their ancestors. Adults, teachers and parents, are more important than
textbooks, for even if the textbook or the supplementary material is
weak, they should know where and how to find the complete truth

and tell it.

Youths of whatever color are not born with prejudice or dislike
or hatred for people other than themselves. These reactions must be
learned. In the well-known play, “South Pacific,’” Ensign Nellie
Forbush from Little Rock, Arkansas, is troubled by prejudice against
colored persons. She say “Yes, 1 can’t help it — this is something
that is born in me.” Licutenant Coble replies, “It's not born in you.

It happens after you're born.” Then he sings:

You've got to be taught to hate and fear
You've got to be taught from year to year
It’s got to be drummed in your dear little ear,
You've got to be carefully taught.

You've got to be taught to be afraid

Of people whose eyes are oddly made

And people whose skin is a different shade —
You've got to be carefully taught.

You've got to be taught before it’s too late
Before you're six or seven or eight

To hate all the people your relatives hate —
You've got to be carefully taught!

The home and the school are the places where youth is first
taught words, ideas, and attitudes, and these have begun when they
1. 'Our task is to construct and reconstruct these con-
ith noble thoughts, unworthy ideas with
worthy ones, bad behavior with good behavior, as they come to school.
The experiences and impressions, the mind pictures and the images
spoken in words and word pictures by parents and adults form stereo-
types which have found easy Jodgement in their thoughts.
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We think, speak and write now of revolutions. There have been
three major ones in the United States. The first began in 1776, the
second began in 1861, and the third began in 1954, and is unfinished
ten years later; each and all centering around the extension of the
Rights of Man. Basic to this Third ﬁ i
in Negro history. It should not be strange that this revolution began
in the South and was initiated by youths in the schools and colleges
there. For in these schools for colored, although segregated, Negro
history was not neglected but was taught by teachers who knew it and
believed in it and by parents and adults who used it for motivation
purposes. This can be achicved in desegregation schools, and it should
be one of our goals. For we can fight for desegregated schools and
ignore this important purpose of cducation — but we dare not his
is the kind of group attitude of which Thomas Gray writes, bing
the English people as reading English “history in a nation’s eyes.”
Negro history as we conceive it, dircctly and indirectly, can make
Negro vouth see their history in their people’s ey believe in
themselves, walk in the dignity of a proud self, and “develop under-
standing of their past, and present, and hope for the future. And
because it was believed that Negroes had contributed as Americans
to the major aspects of America’s history, the confidence was that
they would gain entrance to the mainstream of American life. It was
unfortunate that this foundation of belief in ourselves had not been
built in Northern schools although it was taught in many homes and
churches. However, we are now on our way toward this goal, and the
results are being revealed in reactions in schools and public places
as the Third Revolution spreads.

History, read and taught, in the schools, should not be the story
of people of one color with the neglect and omission of the men and
women of another race or color. When a part of the people, a
minority as a group, has been neglected or given subordinate place,
history for a truthful presentation ould be reconstructed and not
neglected, in the interest of good human relations.

The cities of the North, and the central parts of cities in articular
reveal these weaknesses in the largest measure. Here, there has
developed power and potential from the various racial groups. Here,
there have been commendable endeavors by some schools and churches
in the teaching and presentation of the worthy aspects of minority
backgrounds. The descendants of some of these immigrants who were
white and without the accident of darker color, learned English and
American ways and were casily lost within the major white population
as the assimilation process worked in their interest as Americans.

On the other hand, the le of color could not hide their
darker color, and were fmquenlrveocﬁnied employment and associations
and were at times eliminated even from jobs which they had once
held exclusively because of their color. Such policies induced many
colored people to be ashamed of themselves, for they knew little and
learned less of their homeland, Africa, and they were informed only
of slavery in their historical life in America. They leamed mainly
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1L The Historical Backgrounds of United States History

As students of history continue their researches and writings, the
conclusion is being reached that while there has been not only a
“European background” to our history, there has been also an “Asiatic
background” unﬁ an “African background.” None of these should
be omitted nor neglected in the interest of historical truth. Increased
interest in Asiatic studies has supplied one of the needs. This neglect
as to Africa and black folk serves to create an assumption of an inferior
history rather than even a difference of culture. The hypothesis of the
inferiority of achievement becomes the more deeply entrenched in the
merican mind when the textbooks give little information and there
is no teaching concerning the black and brown people in Africa as
persons in history. The psychological effect of this neglect upon the
minds of youth when they have friends and associates who can speak
proudly of their European background and learn nothing of their
African background and heritage has been quite evident.

During a century and a half of the writing and teaching
in the schools, the framework for the presentation of African history
has been to ignore it or to include it as the history of colonialism,
or missionary endeavor, or to assign it to anthropology and ethnology.
This has been generally without great variance, until the African
nations emerged on the world scene to the marked amazement of
observers. For historical accounts had neglected to call attention to
indigenous African history and civilizations, while giving large place
to the European background, to which one of the older series on
American history — the American Nation series — devoted an entire
first volume. It has been a definite procedure among writers, teachers
and students to correlate the history of the United States with the
historv of the old world. This connection in courses of study was
regarded as necessary because account should be taken of the origins,
governments and cultures of the peoples and nations from which the
American people and their civilization have been derived.

Nevertheless, African influences in E%)('lplian civilization were
ignored, while Greece and Rome were treated as if their givilizaxion
originated with them. In fact, Egypt is made by false teaching almost
an island standing alone in Africa, the impression being left that the
rest of Africa was uncivilized, whereas civilizing influences moved
from South to North in Africa and across Africa to southern Europe.”
This neglect in the field of cultural history has caused some students
to conclude that the African peoples, except in certain restricted areas,
have lived in a land without a civilization or a history, but Europe even

in its tribal history of Goths, Visigoths, Angles, Saxons, Franks, Huns,
Vandals, is accepted by history.

Europe’s civilization was not an indigenous north European
product. It was a blending and a borrowing from the peo) les of
the Tigris-Euphrates area, Babylonia, Assyria, Israel, Phoenicia, Greece,
Rome, Arabia, China, and also ‘Africa.”® There were fertilizations and
crossfertilizations dating back through centuries. The defense of the

g of history
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historical researches and scholarly historical writings have produced a
body of fact and interpretation concerning the Negro-American which
cannot be ignored any longer by textbook writers who should portray
the truih to our youth. With the facts which the members of the
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History have published
and made widely known, is there any wonder that now some textbook
writers and some publishers are en: aged in some revisions of slavery
and servitude? It is highly probable that they will not do the job
which we expect of them. Let us watch their work critically and con-
structively, and let our dissatisfactions be known.

Negroes were with the Spanish explorers in the Sixtcenth
Century. They were 2 tive with explorers in pre-Columbian America.
The evidence that a Negro was a pilot in the flect of Columbus is
entirely too unhistoric Neither Dr. Woodson nor 1 have accepted this
allusion as a historic fact.

Professor Leo Weiner of Harvard suggests
in his two-volume Africa and the Discovery of America that Negroes
may have come prior to the Spanish discoveries as well as with them."
Additional evidence leads to the conclusion that Negroes were with
the Spanish explorer, De Ayllon, when he made a settlement within
the present limits of the United States in Virginia in 1528.7

Slave ¢ a labor system has been receiving new interpretations
from the economic and social points of view. Revisions have been made
in many of slavery’s aspects: the relation to the labor force of inden
tured servants, for the first Negroes brought to the American shores
were servants for terms of years and not slaves durante vita; the

res became free Negroes and had sued in the
courts and voted as citizens prior to 1789; the doctrine of ra in-
feriori a justification for slavery: the study of plantation traditions
¢ of overseers and plantation records; Negro biographies; the
nary and revolutionary attitudes of Negroes as contrasted
with the general view of their contentment with slavery, for resistance to
slavery was extensive in the South; the presence of intelligent slaves
as well as unintelligent ones, and the similar variation in the character
of the planter class; the support of the slave trade by Northerners
and the existence of virtual slavery in Northern areas; the legal fictions
concerning the Negro as a human being and not as property, and the
individual and organized efforts of Negroes in search of freedom.”
These subjects and more were the accompaniments of slavery and are
constituting areas of revision, because they do not appear in the
school textbooks.

New appraisals of slavery as a Jabor system are being made and
should replace the <oftened story of the textbooks, which describe it as
a beneficient period of life and labor for Negroes by a kindly Southern
aristocracy, with both owners and slaves humane and haj — all
of which was d d d abolitionists and wm insane
leaders of whom i lar. He
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ohn Brown is a ct plar. I
Kenneth Stampp has approached the subject of slavery with the as-
sumption “that slaves were merely human bein that innate-
ly Negroes are, after all, only white men, wi black skins,
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nothing more, nothing less.”™ The Southern approach to slavery is
being repudiated, and one day these new descriptions will make their
way into the textbooks, and they can be introduced in our study, read-
ing and teaching so that the mythical and romantic institution will
exist no longer in our imaginations, and we shall learn that whites, as
well as blacks, North and South, were debased by slavery.

IV. Free Negro-Americans
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in Northern states in the exercise of the suffrage and in political life
prior to the Civil War, as early as the First American Revolution. The
citizenship of some Negroes is far older than we realize.®

u\ repression, as well as economic and social repression, was
not sectional for Northern states also passed restrictive legislation and
exclusion laws. Nevertheless, Negroes entered these states and par-
ticipated in their life. In the South some were owners of slaves and
plantations and accordingly had the planter’s point of view.® How-
ever, the participation ()F Negroes in’ anti-slavery activities was con-
siderable and manifests their devotion and sacrifice for their own free:
dom and the freedom of America. They served as active members of
Abolition societies, three served at one as members of the Execu
tive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery Society. They were
operators of the Underground Railroad, editors of newspapers advocat
ing freedom, subscribers and writers to the Liberator and the anti-
slavery papers. In fact, the largest number of subscribers to Garrison'’s
Liberator were free Negroes, and only one-fourth of the subscribers
and without the contributions of Negroes, Garrison could
ceded and he could not have made his trip to England
contributions — but who tells this fact?®

V. The Civil War

In the teaching of the Civil War, views have been presented to
the effect that slavery was not the cause, nor was it one of the
major causes; that the Negro was not an activ factor in it; that the
War was fought between white brothers and again that it was a white
man’s war; that the Emancipation Proclamination was a war measure;
that the South fought more nobly than the North and that only
Northern superior numbers and wealth won the War. Nothing is
farther from the truth than these common textbook allegations. One
fact is overlooked and that is that the Confederacy collapsed from its
own internal weaknesses, that psychological internal factors worked
against its continuance as well as the Northern armies and that loss
of the will to fight for a losing cause against the Rights of Man was
a prominent cause of defeat.

The Confederacy is lorified and the heroes of the armies of
freedom are played down. The result is that now the Confederate flag,
cap and colors are displayed more widely than the national flag an
emblems. Dixie, as a song for the South can call forth more enthusiasm
than the Star Spangled Banner, and certainly than the Battle Hymn
of the Republic. The concept of the Confederates as_ traitors and
rebels to their government is not mentioned but instead they are made
heroes. Southerners still cherish their dogmas which appear in the
textbooks in the spirit of “the Confederacy is dead long live the
Confederacy.”

Another major fact is that Negroes fought for their freedom i
the Civil War. Their activities are b iated by rosters,

d and their own testimony.

a of
'Islv'ley did not hold their hands while others fought for their freedom.
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;I}:l;? (;‘veref active fighters and citizen workers in Northern states for

& léiv:l l§'eedt:~m. rere were 189,000 Negroes in the Union Armies

b .egd‘men!sA— mfanu:y, cavalry, artillery and engineers, and

lisl’edooo Tul:ax :im navies, and with these there were other thousands un-

s hacss;[s)omg:c of t}l:c Ncglg:o \\i?s regarded as valuable to the

y n shown, but their traditional lovalty hei

masters because they loved them h j il

Y as been subjected to change. It i

y ¢ ange. It is

:Lcjr Lthl;a: ‘cl:)l?’rc‘(\i'orrri:ccr:l \\aar:]tc;‘l tohbc ffrcc just as those who were white,

y nd fought for it. Thev were e cle

Tt I ot ey were not the Uncle

nor were they cowards and buffoons i

; -abi y s oons, nor did

{Q’ec“ll:ezlaliss t::, \\‘Ezk sal'tcr the L}a\;-gsuf freedom. Secretary of the Navy
ummer of 3N increased milit:

bl ettt Mo , “All of our increased military

VL. Reconstruction and Its Aftermath

cupatni{)]: ;'cnmstrunufl)‘r! treatment 3\‘ixh its portrayal of federal o
Bicuine 'nnduxhccr:;\' Avake, disfranchisement, social upheaval, carpet
o o fe isu(('lljln'"ng of the Amendments for il rights and
aoatant (s‘l ‘}1:'1 ][:mccss of study, and it is well-known that
DuBois, Taylor, P{)Vx:xil‘\‘ lScnm]l?lax:: mnFlrmlilli’d- :'hc ek
20N Y0hEM.00dy, ) anklin have i e 3

Tx?-'i;?l:s“a?g I;:\\()lnlcf_[trglalxons. In the light of these r\]x(lr:‘:l(ni::‘\(fn":::
slavery was abolislt:‘:d‘“l;a‘:l ‘::t \(\g’; ;::;}rl""“«’l& “I:d;l Ry M
e S R S CC i e interested in selli; i
o Wons o 1 e i g
! T extravagant. James Ford Rhodes, histori e
construction, who was followed by many textbooks, s "f' sy
:nl?:‘r::;‘ :‘»'fh“R‘cmn'sfruclion pandered to the ignosr;n:;";i(:::‘ (r::‘:
e ngdnal:ncs and th'c vulturous adventures who ﬂ(f‘k wi’f‘ =
:\v :« :;,frf‘ic;: ;nofts:‘sc neutralized the work of honest Re, publi = “';:“
v f ate.” An edition of a widely used h'lh Tl
states: “The rule of the Negro and his unscrupulous o el
scalawag patrons was an orgy extravagance, fraud a:s'l(’lcltbagg_q and
c(rmu)mcncc. John W. Burgess, who is remembered f }:s_gus(.,,g 2L
of the Columbia ‘Umycrsm' School of Political Scie o ,}? foumjmg
many Southern historians, believed that there was ar‘!‘cc, ek mined
the political capacities between the races” and that e difference 2
man’s mission, his duty and his right to hold the e \y}_mc
power in his own hands for the civilization of (},mlgns of political
welfare of mankind.” These views have been aooepgede Ded and the
of textbooks and have been, false as they are, determinati by "“mbe“
on suffrage extension to Negroes in our lime'. native of attitudes

A 1963 sixth fradc textbook to inform children concerning “
Southern way of life,” adopted and used in Mississippi m e
Mississippi, by Pearl Vivian Guyton, revised editiunmm' b O
a secret organization, the Ku Klux Klan, was found,zd in T;]nn 1560
nessee.

The purpose of the Klan was th i ~

defenseless ‘Eeople, especially xlenep m: :fuéhz We:ﬁ,s u:f:ooem, and

federate soldiers.” It is impossible to estimate the harm dmzh :,Con
race
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relations by these false and this pandering to prejudice, in-
stead of presenting the truth of history. The Mississippi Free Press, a
Negro weekly, comments on this textbook, “There can be no justi iable
defense for such a tone in any book that pretends to provide instruc-
tion. For whenever history is allowed to become propaganda, a whole
dimension of human growth is automatically lost.”

Documentary research shows that no state was dominated in its
legislative body by Negroes, and that Southern legislatures were not
the only ones guilty of unworthy financial actions. Moreover, financia!
and progressive social legislation also came from these legis-

VIL Participation and Contribution by Negro-Americans

The period since the Civil War saw the Negro people over
the years participate in events and make contributions with other
peoples to the material and cultural development of the United States,
the opening of the West, the extension of education, the development
of our fundamental institution, and the continued winning of a free
dom which all Americans could enjoy. In the treatment of our national
development, the textbook writer, the parent, the adult, the teacher
should not fail to seize opportunities to show the Negro-American as
well as the white American as a factor with others in the agricultural
and industrial development of this country, in the continuing contro-
versy over states rights and the growth of nationalism, woman’s suf-
frage, the tariff, civil rights, and sectional issues. Presentations should
be made of the literature, music, art and the unique cultural contri-
butions of the Negro people to United States History, but not by
naming one or two contributors. Such treatment should be on the same
basis, as the treatment given to other American contributors.®*

The evidence concerning the effects of improved educational, home
and economic conditions on the academic achievements of the cultur-
ally deprived is now available in the recent reports of aptitude and
achievement tests. It has been established that (m educational oppor-
tunities of migrating youth to Northern cities has resulted in increases
in intelligent quotients and reading scores. The effective teacher,
parent or adult, can show that the social forces of segregation and
discrimination so spread themselves that it is not the Negro alone who
suffers from a poor image but that all people in a community are
effected by the injustices in teaching subject-matter to any one group.
Youth sees the subordinate place of himself and his family, knows
nothing of the worthy past, all of which tends to weaken his self-
esteem, and is at the basis of unworthy activities.

The years since World War II have witnessed new trends toward
quality of opp ity an precedented ad! Most re-
cently, associating themselves with these trends, white and black
folk have undertaken a militancy o‘_f acljiog in l%? ?n}i 1964, based

e 5 5

upon and have Y P
with the sl of the bling of the barriers

an overt il
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;\l} elgn:gfo:sed;n;m;d mlap.gns. This does not mean that there is a “New
S Negrl:)arevom :ln. old san_sf:cd one, for there have been
il and insurrections as overt expressions of dis
veloped The Thngh, e years of the past. However, there has de
e e I‘.";,en‘t:anch\'oluuon in a new demand for equality
T ty ar z;p‘;lmthael‘aspegts‘of I}Jm(.iﬁcban life.” It began and
ISR » UPO T uilt by our Association for
Bean to}l’)e(l)ifexeignz’h?:ch'and History through which Negro youths
s ticx xevelmcms of their predecessors and in their
e g cnlrlsc ves which was a substitution for self-

(5] = slaw‘:rv, i :‘ﬁ'l: ; at they had a background of freedom as
dom, expressing then S a Pf;:{i: 1}1‘:!\"(" 3{3t¢l\(~§] forward toward
group in many Ficlds i gh leading figures from their
writing and ehficient Loy or. For such basic reasons the effective
N i i";?iof history must include Negroes as well
revolution that texthes e .mfl (?nhz_hc ramparts of our broadly based
the Negro's boritigs eaching shall not continue to besmirch

VIIL The Intercultural Approach

The intercult i i
o th:\r-all aj 'proachlls an important step for all Americans
ke s ifnm()'o at their school system an(l programs. We are
its association with “cxglr::‘l'!ss‘e:(l)l. l;lrhl:e “"":}c ol
. A

poctions wit undergoing examination 3
inhcu!r:: (:: ?lu:ll‘lsm should have to undergo fﬁangcql:‘}?m:.la"m? ‘m(z
ently mun‘v’cl:adcl,if?"cnccs has been di ﬁitcd vcﬁr; a (‘)’ l';:(":xnvli i
also aware that it ismslrirllr(:zg:'ch"c h;\'c e “ﬁl}'l . “”Ll;fz
2en t in the popular mind.? i
cxtc::itgcx‘c al]:[luch toward the N r!) xc’:m rgl:g' 13 lllxus e
and proscri| axci(,lng of historical facts :?hich show lha(c:lt‘t‘ s len £
T racI:' o': ?l:c_m:)tl the lots of the Negro pcoplcd;lc(:i‘m::i:c Om:
S \\'hi'lc cllr kL ack or brown faces, for other 1 e
of 1 People, have been slaves, Slay. h Lol son Sgdi

PC.‘H: = (}:r A - Slavery has been no respecter

oughtful citizens wil] b,

3 ave e thi
books are generally cs,elk have to undcnak_c this task because text-
from reading and from pi

and Nordic
;:’.P:SE?:; l'e:; égrﬁi licl;/e that they do not belong. Xg e!ookro;“hd?c it
e n Brazil, which states that tic pph s
Bractlom : dnehor Eurogan, a second red or?n:il;x: gy
o .nolx' o ,:] efbool: en describes how the Brazil;'atxnd onle 9
it i y from three sources but from still oth PRl e
S lhatnxnz ?ppro:chme;n rather th::d the direct :ﬁn%um:
: ticans are tall, white and blond, and that this vims
S e
life in history. The troubles’in Cuba and Pamybictores oF Ameri
i anama and i

many pl
v places are bacl race and color, and international
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relations in many areas of the world are affected by the American
concept of color superiority. White children as well as black and
brown ones, suffer psychologically from the negative forces of deficient
history teaching.®

There are phychologists who express the view that the normal de-
velopment of the relations of white children with colored children is re-
tarded by biased or neglected instruction and reading, for they are led to
the opinion that they are more acceptable, and are superior because their
faces are paler, and accordingly, their chances for success in life are
greater. Then later, when they find this result unrealizable, they be-
come stubborn and adamant, and when they meet Negroes who seem
to be equal, they insist that they are superior defending their position
by declaring defiantly nevertheless that Negroes are inferior and
should be kept in their places. They are even influenced by earlier
teaching to support legislation and directives to give reality to their
assumptions. What a tragedy is created in the consciences of white
Americans by such an educational program — to say little of their
influences upon black Americans. This educational program is back-
grounded by a general atmosphere of hatred and violence against
those who disagree with others on human relations, equality, justice
and opportunity for all Americans. The atmosphere of intolerance
forms the backdrop for the staging of regretable scenes.

If social scientists and social studies teachers will use their ma-
terials as do the physical scientists who because of the color of their
animals, specimens or materials, neither discard nor discount any es-
sential facts or implications, the teaching of our history can become
more comprehensive and effective in an educational " effort which
will keep our nation a people who live not only in the home of the
brave in war, but the ‘I);nd of the free in peace. There are fewer
battlegrounds for the minds of men, on any front, than in the class-
rooms of social studies teachers where attitudes concerning Negroes
and others are being constructed either by positive or negative action.

Two decades ago the Advisory Commission of the National
Council for the Social Studies declared:

“We are immigi and descend: of i
a nation of many religions and races, a nation which
rejects class and caste gistincxions as incompatible
with our way of life. Racist thinking and scaj ting,
the f ing of divided loyalties, the accepting
i

roups, are consonant neither with our democratic way of
fe, nor with the scientific findings of anthropologists
and psychologists, as part of a societal attack on the

economic and psychological roots of intergroup hostility,
intercultural education in the school can make a contribution.:*
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We still await the concrete i i
G X mplementation of this directi is 8
:a:g‘x:iall cal(l was not ."“K a challenge yesterday but lisr Tswlco:;:: }:hg ;
8Py ege to engage u:’ e c}emocrigic opportunity to help unify and
an( g among peoples of different

creeds, races, and nationalities.

As America
et 'hg Faslselr‘;l us o’i)mﬁcm and make available the information
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e ra l(lilonal opinions about Negro-Americans. Let us
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st hot 'hg[:(::d:h;) t;;z;amﬁmmns which continue to advocate the
the inforiority 3E colox :l!:c the treatment of history on the basis of
ona litne cn'crustaliunscnnf X terminated in our time. Let us strip the
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St Men andl e rl))[z omes and ultimately an undemocratic
color, deny its realiti ome silent or stubbornly defensive before
rather than look wi ies, put the blame on some sca, f col
b (’l‘;ad\‘\i::;unb:)hem\svclvcs. Let us conti DBt Ozaco.Or
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e e e bl b i ond

lestiny

of freedom and o ity
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d 3 ¢ attainmen|
current Revolution is the freed::fl of minds th through lhe‘
reading and teaching. rough history’s study,
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In this respect:

“We are the music-makers
And we are the dreamers of dreams
Wandering by lone sea-breakers
And sitting by desolate streams —
World losers and world-forsakers,
On whom the pale moon gleams;
Yet we are the movers and shakers
Of the world for-ever it seems:

“We, in the ages lying
In the buried past of the earth,
Built Ninevah with our sighing,
And Babel itself in our mirth;
And oerthrew them with prophesying
To the old of the new world's worth;
For each age is a dream that is dying
Or one that is coming to birth.”

ream of freedom

In history, what shall it be through us — a d
I birth?

that is dying or a dream of freedom that is coming to actua
The answer is ours!
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